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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Barbara Benoit on 1/5/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

36. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for providing 
notification. information corresponding to a first communications identity, the method 
comprising: 

accessing notification setting information stored in a computer storage medium 
that identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during which 
notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein a beginning and an end of 
the at least one temporal period are specified in the notification setting information in 
advance of the beginning of the temporal period; 

determining whether the temporal condition is satisfied; 

accessing information indicating that the first communications identity associated 
with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications identity such that 
the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the second 
communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity : 

receiving geographical location information associated with the first mobile 
device; 
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accessing a participant list of an instant messaging system, the participant list 
identifying communications identities designated by a user that are associated with the 
second communications identity; and 

controlling dissemination of notification information related to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 

39. (Currently Amended) A comput e r i mpl o montod method for prov i ding 
not i f i cat i on i nformat i on corresponding to a commun i cat i ons identity, tho method 
compr i s i ng: The method of claim 36 further comprising: 

accessing delegation information associated with the communications identity, 
the delegation information including multiple categories of communications identities 
and, for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification information 
modifications to be controlled; 

receiving, from a user identity associated with a category of the multiple 
categories, a proposed modification of notification setting information; 

accessing delegation information associated with the category; 

determining whether the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed 
modification based on the delegation information associated with the category, the 
determination being made after receiving the proposed modification; and 

only permitting the proposed modification to the notification setting information 
when the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed modification. 

44. (Currently Amended) A tangible computer-readable storage medium having 
embodied thereon a computer program configured to, when executed bv a processor , 
provide notification information corresponding to a communication identity, the medium 
comprising one or more code segments configured to: 
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access notification setting information that identifies a temporal condition 
including at least one temporal period during which notification information is to be 
provided or withheld, wherein the notification setting information defines a duration and 
specifies at least one of a beginning and an end of the duration; 

determine whether the temporal condition is satisfied; and 

access information indicating that the first communications identity associated 
with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications identity such that 
the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the second 
communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity : 

receive geographical location information associated with the first mobile device; 

access a participant list of an instant messaging system, the participant list 
identifying communications identities designated by a user that are associated with the 
second communications identity; and 

control dissemination of notification information related to the first communications 
identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at least, making 
available the geographical location information associated with the first mobile device to 
the communicationsjdentities of the participant list associated with the second 
communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 



53. (Currently Amended) A tangible computer-readable storage medium having 
embodied thereon a computer program configured to, when executed by a processor , 
provide notification information corresponding to a first communications identity, the 
medium comprising one or more code segments configured to: 

access notification setting information that identifies a temporal condition 
including at least one temporal period during which notification information is to be 
provided or withheld, wherein a beginning and an end of the at least one temporal 
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period are specified in the notification setting information in advance of the beginning of 
the temporal period; 

determine whether the temporal condition is satisfied; 

access information indicating that the first communications identity associated 
with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications identity such that 
the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the second 
communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity ; 

receive geographical location information associated with the first mobile device; 

access a participant list of an instant messaging system, the participant list 
identifying communications identities designated by a user that are associated with the 
second communications identity; and 

control dissemination of notification information related to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 

54. (Currently Amended) A comput e r r e adabl e medium hav i ng e mbodi e d 
thoroon a comput e r program conf i gur e d to, whon execut e d, prov i d e notif i cat i on 
i nformat i on corr e spond i ng to a commun i cat i ons i d e ntity, the medium compris i ng on e or 
mor e cod e s e gm e nts conf i gur e d to: The medium of claim 53 wherein the one or more 
code segments are further configured to: 

access delegation information associated with the communications identity, the 
delegation information including multiple categories of communications identities and, 
for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification information 
modifications to be controlled; 

receive, from a user identity associated with a category of the multiple 
categories, a proposed modification of notification setting information; 
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access delegation information associated with the category; 

determine whether the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed 
modification based on the delegation information associated with the category, the 
determination being made after receiving the proposed modification; and 

only permit the proposed modification to the notification setting information when 
the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed modification. 

55. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for providing notification 
information corresponding to a communication identity, the system configured to: 

access notification setting information stored in a computer storage medium that 
identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during which 
notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein the notification setting 
information defines a duration and specifies at least one of a beginning and an end of 
the duration; 

determine whether the temporal condition is satisfied; and 

accessing information indicating that the first communications identity associated 
with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications identity such that 
the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the second 
communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity ; 

receive geographical location information associated with the first mobile device; 

access a participant list of an instant messaging system, the participant list 
identifying communications identities designated by a user that are associated with the 
second communications identity; and 

control dissemination of notification information related to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 



Application/Control Number: 10/849,528 



Art Unit: 2174 



Page 7 



64. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for providing notification 
information corresponding to a first communications identity, the system configured to: 

access notification setting information stored in a computer storage medium that 
identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during which 
notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein a beginning and an end of 
the at least one temporal period are specified in the notification setting information in 
advance of the beginning of the temporal period; 

determine whether the temporal condition is satisfied; 

access information indicating that the first communications identity associated 
with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications identity such that 
the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the second 
communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity ; 

receive geographical location information associated with the first mobile device; 

access a participant list of an instant messaging system, the participant list 
identifying communications identities designated by a user that are associated with the 
second communications identity; and 

control dissemination of notification information relating to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 

65. (Currently Amended) A computer basod systom for prov i ding not i ficat i on 
informat i on corresponding to a commun i cations id e nt i ty, tho system conf i gured to: The 
system of claim 64 further configured to: 
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access delegation information associated with the communications identity, the 
delegation information including multiple categories of communications identities and, 
for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification information 
modifications to be controlled; 

receive, from a user identity associated with a category of the multiple 
categories, a proposed modification of notification setting information; 

access delegation information associated with the category; 

determine whether the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed 
modification based on the delegation information associated with the category, the 
determination being made after receiving the proposed modification; and 

only permit the proposed modification to the notification setting information when 
the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed modification. 

66. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for providing notification 
information corresponding to a communication identity, the system comprising: 

means for accessing notification setting information stored in a computer storage 
medium that identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during 
which notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein a beginning and an 
end of the at least one temporal period are specified in the notification setting 
information in advance of the beginning of the temporal period; 

means for determining whether the temporal condition is satisfied; 

means for accessing information indicating that the first communications identity 
associated with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications 
identity such that the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the 
second communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity : 

means for receiving geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device; 
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means for accessing a participant list of an instant messaging system, the 
participant list identifying communications identities designated by a user that are 
associated with the second communications identity; and 
means for controlling dissemination of notification information related to the first 

communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by making 

available the geographical location information associated with the first mobile device to 

the communications identities of the participant list associated with the second 

communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 

73. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method, for providing 
notification information corresponding to a communication identity, the method 
comprising: 

accessing notification setting information stored in a computer storage medium 
that identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during which 
notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein the notification setting 
information defines a duration and specifies at least one of a beginning and an end of 
the duration; 

determining whether the temporal condition is satisfied; 

accessing information indicating that the first communications identity associated 
with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications identity such that 
the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the second 
communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity; 

receiving geographical location information associated with the first mobile 
device; 
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accessing a participant list of an instant messaging system, the participant list 
identifying communications identities designated by a user that are associated with the 
second communications identity; and 

controlling dissemination of notification information related to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second [[ ^communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being 
satisfied. 

91-97. (Cancelled) 

98. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented system for providing 
notification information corresponding to a communications identity, the system 
comprising: 

means for accessing notification setting information stored in a computer storage 
medium that identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during 
which notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein the notification 
setting information defines a duration and specifies at least one of a beginning and an 
end of the duration; 

means for determining whether the temporal condition is satisfied; 

means for accessing information indicating that the first communications identity 
associated with a first mobile device is associated with a second communications 
identity such that the first communications identity corresponds to a person and the 
second communications identity corresponds to the same person , wherein the first 
communications identity is a different communications identity than the second 
communications identity : 

means for receiving geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device; 
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means for accessing a participant list of an instant messaging system, the 
participant list identifying communications identities designated by a user that are 
associated with the second communications identity; and 

means for controlling dissemination of notification information related to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied. 

99. (Cancelled) 

100. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 wherein the notification 
setting information comprises an indication of a repeating period. 

102. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 further comprising 
determining an end of the duration based on the beginning of the duration. 

103. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 further comprising 
determining a beginning of the duration based on the end of the duration. 

1 04. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 wherein the beginning 
of the duration comprises a day and a time. 

1 05. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 wherein the beginning 
of the duration comprises a day and an abstract indication of time. 

106. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 wherein the beginning 
of the duration is specified in advance of the beginning of the temporal period. 

107. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 wherein the notification 
setting information specifies a beginning of the duration. 
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1 08. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[99]] 55 wherein the notification 
setting information specifies an end of the duration. 

109. (Currently Amended) A comput e r bas e d syst e m for prov i ding not i ficat i on 
i nformation correspond i ng to a communicat i on i dent i ty, th e syst e m compris i ng: The 
system of claim 66 further comprising: 

means for accessing delegation information associated with the communications 
identity, the delegation information including multiple categories of communications 
identities and, for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification 
information modifications to be controlled; 

means for receiving, from a user identity associated with a category of the 
multiple categories, a proposed modification of notification setting information; 

means for accessing delegation information associated with the category; 

means for determining whether the user identity is permitted to perform the 
proposed modification based on the delegation information associated with the 
category, the determination being made after receiving the proposed modification; and 

means for only permitting the proposed modification to the notification setting 
information when the user identity is permitted to perform the proposed modification. 

110. (Currently Amended) A computer implomentod mothod for prov i d i ng 
not i f i cat i on i nformat i on oorrospond i ng to a commun i cat i ons i dent i ty, tho method 
compr i s i ng: The method of claim 36 further comprising: 

accessing delegation information associated with the communications identity, 
the delegation information including multiple categories of communications identities 
and, for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification information 
modifications to be controlled, wherein: 

the multiple categories comprise multiple categories in which at least two 
categories of the multiple categories are arranged in a hierarchical relationship such 
that a lower category is related to a higher category, 
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delegation information associated with the higher category also is 
associated with the lower category, 

the user identity is associated with the lower category, and 
only permitting the modification comprises only permitting the modification 
to the notification setting information when the user identity is permitted to perform the 
modification based on a determination whether the user identity is permitted to perform 
the modification based on the delegation information associated with the higher 
category; 

receiving, from a user identity associated with a category of the multiple 
categories, a modification of notification information regarding the notification setting 
information; 

accessing delegation information associated with the category; 

determining whether the user identity is permitted to perform the modification 
based on the delegation information associated with the category; and 

only permitting the modification to the notification setting information when the 
user identity is permitted to perform the modification. 

111. (Currently Amended) A comput e r roadablo medium hav i ng embod i ed 
thor o on a comput e r program conf i gur e d to, whon e x o cut o d, prov i de not i ficat i on 
i nformation corr e spond i ng to a communicat i ons i dentity, the m e dium compris i ng on e or 
mnr n r.ndn r .n gmonts conf i gured to: The medium of claim 53 wherein the one or more 
code segments are further configured to: 

access delegation information associated with the communications identity, the 
delegation information including multiple categories of communications identities and, 
for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification information 
modifications to be controlled, wherein: 

the multiple categories comprise multiple categories in which at least two 
categories of the multiple categories are arranged in a hierarchical relationship such 
that a lower category is related to a higher category, 
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delegation information associated with the higher category also is 
associated with the lower category, 

the user identity is associated with the lower category, and 
only permitting the modification comprises only permitting the modification 
to the notification setting information when the user identity is permitted to perform the 
modification based on a determination whether the user identity is permitted to perform 
the modification based on the delegation information associated with the higher 
category; 

receive, from a user identity associated with a category of the multiple 
categories, a modification of notification information regarding the notification setting 
information; 

access delegation information associated with the category; 

determine whether the user identity is permitted to perform the modification 
based on the delegation information associated with the category; and 

only permit the modification to the notification setting information when the user 
identity is permitted to perform the modification. 

112. (Currently Amended) A computer basod system for providing notification 
information corresponding to a commun i cat i ons identity, the system configured to: The 
system of claim 64 further configured to: 

access delegation information associated with the communications identity, the 
delegation information including multiple categories of communications identities and, 
for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification information 
modifications to be controlled, wherein: . 

the multiple categories comprise multiple categories in which at least two 
categories of the multiple categories are arranged in a hierarchical relationship such 
that a lower category is related to a higher category, 

delegation information associated with the higher category also is 
associated with the lower category, 

the user identity is associated with the lower category, and 
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only permitting the modification comprises only permitting the modification 
to the notification setting information when the user identity is permitted to perform the 
modification based on a determination whether the user identity is permitted to perform 
the modification based on the delegation information associated with the higher 
category; 

receive, from a user identity associated with a category of the multiple 
categories, a modification of notification information regarding the notification setting 
information; 

access delegation information associated with the category; 

determine whether the user identity is permitted to perform the modification 
based on the delegation information associated with the category; and 

only permit the modification to the notification setting information when the user 
identity is permitted to perform the modification. 

1 1 3. (Currently Amended) A computer impl o mont o d systom for prov i ding 
notif i cation informat i on corr o spond i ng to a commun i cat i ons i d e ntity, th o system 
compr i sing: The system of claim 66 further comprising: 

means for accessing delegation information associated with the communications 
identity, the delegation information including multiple categories of communications 
identities and, for at least one of the multiple categories, identifying notification 
information modifications to be controlled, wherein: 

the multiple categories comprise multiple categories in which at least two 
categories of the multiple categories are arranged in a hierarchical relationship such 
that a lower category is related to a higher category, 

delegation information associated with the higher category also is 
associated with the lower category, 

the user identity is associated with the lower category, and 

only permitting the modification comprises only permitting the modification 
to the notification setting information when the user identity is permitted to perform the 
modification based on a determination whether the user identity is permitted to perform 
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the modification based on the delegation information associated with the higher 
category; 

means for receiving, from a user identity associated with a category of the 
multiple categories, a modification of notification information regarding the notification 
setting information; 

means for accessing delegation information associated with the category; 

means for determining whether the user identity is permitted to perform the 
modification based on the delegation information associated with the category; and 

means for only permitting the modification to the notification setting information 
when the user identity is permitted to perform the modification. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In regards to 
independent claims 36, 44, 53, 55, 64, 66 73 and 98, the prior art found does not teach 
accessing notification setting information stored in a computer storage medium that 
identifies a temporal condition including at least one temporal period during which 
notification information is to be provided or withheld, wherein the notification setting 
information defines a duration and specifies at least one of a beginning and an end of 
the duration; and controlling dissemination of notification information related to the first 
communications identity based on whether the temporal condition is satisfied by, at 
least, making available the geographical location information associated with the first 
mobile device to the communications identities of the participant list associated with the 
second communications identity conditioned on the temporal condition being satisfied; 
in combination with all of the other claim limitations. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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